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RIGHT, HONOURABLE — 
PHILIP DORMER STANHOPE, . | 
|, Earl of CHESTERFIELD, Ge. 


By BOURCEIER CLEEVE, Eſq; = 
The Tump Borrion, with an Anſwer to à Letter to BouxcnhiEx CLEE Ir f 
Eſq; by the Author of the Calculations of the preſent Taxes, paid by a Family 
of each Rank, Degree or Claſs, | HEY 
As Cuſtom cannot privilege an prey fl 
: | So Movelty cannot Iraker * 
| Dk LONDON:. y 2 
Pf finted for R. and J. Denen, in Pall-mall. 


$14 


* 
E — X 


6 


IT 


. : 
- 
b 5 * — 
- 30 Sy - on 
a * 
i © 1 * | 
7 — = * 4 _ 
* 


Tis 


1 


* 


A 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


PHILIP DORMER STANHOPE, 


Earl of CHESTERFIELD, . 


4 


My Lok, 

ES HE Regard your Londſhip las for the Trade 
5 of this Nation, your great Deſire of a fur- 
EXE ther Increaſe thereof, and of our Naviga- 
tion, as the chief. Support and Bulwark of Great 
Britain, and the Knowledge your Lordſhip hath of 
the Trade and Commerce of onr dangerous and vigi- 


lant Rivals therein, together with your accuſtomed 
9319 19dowol 43 Affability 
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For; preventing a further IncREAst 


OF THE 

NATIONAL DEBT, 
And for Reducing the ſame. 

WEIL THOUGH the Conſideration of a Subject dicks 


2 Nature, falls more immediately within the Provinee of 
5 85 thoſe who ſit at the Helm of deute yet it may not be 

8 inconſiſtent withthe Duty of every good Subject, though 
but private Men, to make Obſervations, and deliver their Senti- 
ments to their Superiors upon any thing which they conceive! may 
affect their common Safety, and the Proſperity of the Nation. The 
of this Scheme, therefore, humble hopes his Endeavours 
will be taken as a Teſtimony of his loyal and honeſt Zeal, to pro- 
mote the and Proſperity of the moſt excellent Prince now 
reigning over us, and the Eſtabliſhment of his Royal Progeny to 
future Generations, and hereby ſecure and perpetuate the public 
Safety and Happineſs, . Towards which End, I muſt obſerve, as 


| the raking aN of an Evil is, in ſome Degree, CE 
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good, the Reduction of the (a) National Debt (which when i it ex- 


ceeds one hundred Millions may prove a very dangerous Evil, and 
is dreadful in Proſpect) will remove many Difficulties and Mor- 
tifications, which not only the Miniſtry, but alſo their Royal Maſ- 
g the Government, and pro- 
tecting the Realm againſt foreign Powers. Our heavy Burden, 


of Taxes demands the ſerious Attention of every Subject who re- 


gards his King and the Good of his Country, eſpecially of thoſe 


whoſe Time will permit them to give their Thoughts on this Sub- 


ject, and from many Plans and Schemes ſure one might be 


formed to anſwer this noble End. It cannot indeed be imagined 
that a perfect Scheme of this Sort can be ſtruck out by one Perſon, 


but from a number of Schemes, it is preſumed, a perfect one 
may be found; which is the ſole Motive of my taking Pen in Hand 


on this Occaſion, and I with my Capacity was equal to my. Zeal. 


Ir muſt be confeſſed that Oeconomy in public Affairs is infi- 
nitely more neceſſary than in private Life; — of this that worth 


Patriot Sir John Barnard ſeems to have been ſenſible, by his w 


intended Scheme of Savings by Reduction of Intereſt : But ſtill 


further Improvement is abſolutely neceſſary for the Security of the 
Nation ; for our Taxes are ſo multiplied by the Increaſe of our 


National: -Debt, that they are now become a Burthen LOS. 
luppartable. | 653 


Tux ſlow Progreſs of this Evil 3 10 the more dangerous, 
as being ſcarce liable to Detection until the ſevere Effect is felt, 


vrhen perhaps too late for a Remedy: And as the moſt fatal Diſ- 
orders, and moſt difficult to cure in the human \Ecpltitution, ariſe 


(a) * I know we are a rich and wealthy Nation, and Wet great Rofotreensdut confider what 


© the Sacred Hiſtory reports of Solemon : His Treaſures wa ſuch as enabled him to 


* build a Temple at Jeruſalem of almoſt incredible Value. Yet his Riches have long ſince va- 


, © nifhed, the Place where the Temple ſtood, and even Feruſalem- itſelf that contained it, is carcely 
: 2 BOW to be found, God forbid that this ſhowld ever be our Caſe, by going beyond our * 


. - 
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q 
| 


| Bom a kad, flow, and ks bad Habit ; fo likewiſe do. 


. 


thoſe in our political Conſtitution. 


ö re; gear N. ey acquired. . Amongſt thee Greeks, , 
6 « fad lo 


. 
4 » 


„ HE Reduction of che National Debt, hg at cleſt 40,000,000, | 


i very effential towards making us a happy People, (which ſure is 
not ſo difficult to effect as ſome may imagine), for hereby the 


great Increaſe of our Commerce will render this Nation the 


wal. Manr of the World; and by the great Increaſe of our 
Navigation we ſhall be able to navigate our Ships as cheap as 


(if not cheaper than) the French, Dutch, or any other Nation ; 


| likewiſe to ell our ManufaRtures on as good Terms as any other 


People whatſoever : An Affair of ſo great Croton merits 
the ſerious T houghts of the Legiſlature. 


T sHALL take the Liberty to introduce an Obſervation 0 the 


French Trade made by an elderly Merchant of great Veracity in 
on Year 1745 ; that he remembered when all the Ports in France 

er did not ſend yearly fifty Sail of Ships to the 1/e/t-Trdies, 
by. helived to ſee the Number increaſe gradually to upwardsof two 


hundred Sail fitted out from one Port 05 to the g unde 5) 


Tuis 


. The tence to Commerce i in the French, was chiefly * by Lewis the 
by theVigilance of Monſieur Colbert, who greatly augm ugmented the Trade of France, 
© by. — it to flouriſh in all the four Quarters of the World hat the grand Syſtem — > qua. 


nin France, is ſtill to increaſe her Commerce, and raiſe her maritime Powers to a Su over 
1.6 2 de land and Holland, appears from the concurring Sentiments of all their leſt \ riters 
opics. Monſieur Deſſander, in his Addreſs to the late Count de Maurepas, Secretary 


1 * 42 — of the Marine in France, ſays, I cannot help telling you, Sir, that maritime power js 
a * the Pillar, the Support of the State; and that when it ſhall be numerous, and under a proper Re- 
tion, it will be able to give Laws to all the maritime Powers in Europe; the State itſelf will 
ſecure, having nothing to fear —And in another Place he ſays: All the Nations of Antiquity, 

8 « that were deſirous of an univerſal Reputation, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves above others, 
i * have cultivated a maritime Force ; and the more r have cultivated it, the greater Power and 
emiſtocles, and P among the Romaus, 

that whoever would command the Continent muſt begin the . at Sea. The 
Colbert, i in order to effect this, carefully informed himſelf of the ſeveral Sorts of Rritifh Manu- 
© fatuges 


* See Poflethayt's ſhort State of the Progreſs of the French Trade and Navigation. 
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Tais, great Increaſe of the French Navigation and Trade, was 


chiefly owing to their underſelling us in moſt f- India Com- 


modities, eſpecially Sugars, Cotton, Indigo, and all e-I ndia 
Goods, by which France is become now the greateſt Market in the 
World; which is not to be wondered at, as their outward bound 
Cargoes coſt them twenty per Cent. leſs upon an Average, than 


our outward bound. Cargoes do us; conſequently Shy. can 0. 
to underſell us in all their Returns. 


a 's : £\ 
| SHOULD it be ſaid, that Trade in general is increaſed in — 
I wiſh we could ſay our Trade and Navigation is increaſed in the 
ſame Degree as the French Trade is; but this no one can preſume to 
ſay. As Reflections on this Topic ſeem to me to have = quite 
neglected, the Conſequence thereof, (if not taken timely into Con- 
ſideration) will be, that the French, in a few Years Commerce, 


will leave us little enough to look . 


Fi 


TuxkE TORE, after deliberating upon many A and turn- 
ing my Thoughts upon many Ways, to bring about ſo deſirable a 
Thing as the Increaſe of our Trade and Navigation; I could not 


fix upon any Plan fo eaſy as that of Sir Matthew Decker, Bart 
which is, a total Alteration of the preſent Syſtem of raiſing the 
Supplies, by aboliſhing all Duties, Exciſes, and Taxes, and raiſ- 


n Market, whereof he had Pieces and Patterns brought him. Havi 

« by this Means, made himſelf _— with the different Kind of Goods wanted in the — 

Markets of Europe, Aſia and Africa, he erected particular Works for making thoſe very Goods, 

f and what was another Maſter-ſtroke in Politics, he wiſely 2 ae oe the Merchants to export 
them, by cauſing Credit to be given them out of the public St t is, by the King, even till 

© the Return of theſe Goods came home. This was — ws done with regard to the Turkey 

© Merchants of Marſeilles, who had Credit out of the Royal Trek till the Return of their 


© from Smyrng and Scanderoon; by which politic — 2 the lerchants of Marſeilles firſt 
£ {upplanted the Fat in the Levant Trade, wherein, we are too ſenſible, they have ſurpriſingly 


©£ increaſed ever ſince. have alſo greatly ſu ted the Engith in the Woollen ManufaRures 
at the Markets of Spain, ortugal, nnd hah. 2 ho 


© Cardinal Fleury daily findin 9 to the French Nation Commerce, formed 
his rand She of gmeng event uy Thc: o at the farſt Hand. * 
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ing the Supplies by one general Tax. This would make the Na- 
tion a Kind of Free Port, which would render it in a few Years 


the GranD MaGAZINE of the n c 


Many Objections have bern Pe to Sir . Decker” 8 


Scheme, and ſome of them very frivolous, not worth mentioning ; 


the three moſt material I will mention, in order to obviate, viz. 
the Firſt, That the Miniſtry will loſe their Power; the Second, 
That the Miniſtry, and thoſe in great Places, will not then have ſo 
many Ways of ſerving their Friends; and the Third, That ſuch 
a Scheme will hurt thoſe who now enjoy Places, Salaries, or have 
reverſionary Grants under the Government, as moſt Places will 


then be rendered uſeleſs. 


To remove theſe Difficulties, I reply to the Firſt, The Miniſtry 
would gain Eſteem, and have much leſs Trouble, as they would 
not every Year be taxing their Fellow- Subjects, which is one chief 
Cauſe of the Diſlike the independent Part of the Nation have to 
them; they will thereby have much leſs Buſineſs at Home, 'more 
Leiſure to purſue the good and true Intereſt of the Nation, by 
making foreign Affairs their chief Study, and would prevent many 


Families from ruining their Fortunes at Elections. To the Second, 


I make the general Anſwer now given upon any Complaint to the | 
public Office: ; © The Good of the Nation muſt be firſt con- 
« ſidered. To the Laſt, my Anſwer is, I ſhould: be ſorry to 
prejudice any one; therefore all thoſe who now enjoy Places, 
Neon, or ie of any kind, ſhould receive the lame during 


3332" ni yo 0 

7 Si Matthew ſays, ** Obſerve the golitive aQual aher it will "_ to he Eof-India 
Company, to the Merchant, to the Conſumer of Goods of all Sorts, to the public Funds, and in 
1 ſhort to the Nation in general, as well as to the moſt uſeful (though at preſent moſt unhappy and 
ce moſt burthened . of it) the Poor. Add to this, that it would be a Means of making Great Bri- 
« tain; wnat is called in the Merchantile Stile, a Free Port (a Circumſtance very deſirable by every 
e Well-wiſher to his Country) and then ſee whether it does not deſerve the Care of erery modeler: 
« 1 to make ſuch a Scheme practicable. 

B their 
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their Lives, to be paid out of the Monies raiſed for the Service of 
the current Year ; and thoſe who have Reverſions of Places on the 
Deceaſe of the Perſons in Poſſeſſion, ſhould be paid a Sum equal 
to the full Value of their Grants. 


FurTHER, as the French now declare they are fo well {killed in 
the State of our Finances (I fear more ſo than many among us 
are) that if they can carry on their Trade by neutral Bottoms to. 
keep it alive, and by Threats, or Attempts of Invaſions, keep us at 


the preſent Expence and annual Increaſe of our National Debt ; 
they will fully effect their Purpoſe. 


To fruſtrate this <= Wal of the Rund, I ſhall bats with the 
firſt Part of my Scheme, and recommend that the Legiſlature raiſe 
three Millions at Lady-day next, by Annuities on Lives by Lot- 
tery not exceeding ſix and a half ber Cent. (Foreigners excluded), 
the Management efthis to be conducted by ſeven Truſtees, to be 
| yearly named by his Majeſty; three Lords, two Commoners, 
and two Perſons converſant in Trade, who ſhould act without any 
| Salaries, the whole Expence for the Management of this not to 
exceed 1000/7. per Annum, vis. for Clerks, 4001. per Annum ; 
for Advertiſements, Paper, Books and incident Expences, 1001. 

Annum ; tor the Broker's Salary, 2001. per Annum ; for ten 
Shillings Chait-hire for each Truſtes when he attends, 300 J. Total 
NE The faid three Millions to be immediately imployed to 
the paying off the National Debt, not in leſs Sums than 200,000/7. 
at any one Payment; and when it happens that Stocks are under 
Par, the Truſtees ſhall be impowered to buy in Stocks in the 
Names of the Lord High Chancellor, the Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the Time being, in 
Truſt, for the Nation. On the Death of any Annuitant the 
| Truſtees to — in n ſuch as ſeem moſt to their Advantage, but not 
to 
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to exceed fix and a half per Cent. Intereſt, and all Monies ariſing 
by new Annuitants, to be appropriated for the further Payment 
of the National Debt, as ſoon as the ſame ſhall amount to 200,000. 
and the Truſtees to receive the future Dividends, or an adequate 
Sum, out of the Sum raiſed for the Service of the current Year, 
on all Debts they ſhall pay off, as if the ſame till exiſted, to ac- 
cumulate in order to the further leſſening of the National Debt. 
This would immediately ſtrike our ambitious Adverſary with 
Terror, and in the Courſe of ten or twelve Years pay off an im- 
menſe Sum. | | 

I exoczxD next to the other Part of my Scheme, which is for 
raiſing annually a large Supply by one ſingle Tax on Houſes, to 
prevent any further Increaſe of the National Debt ; and, accord- 
ing to Sir Matthew Decker's Plan, aboliſh all Duties and Taxes, 
except ſuch Duties as affect our Manufactures by Exports or Im- 
ports, or French Commodities, which Duties ſhould be farmed out. 
(d). Mr. King computes the Number of Houſes to be 1, 240, ooo, 
and only 100,000 of them uninhabited. Sir Matthew Decker cal- 
culates the Number in his Time to be 1,200,000, and uninha- 
bited houſes to be 100,000 ; fince his Time a very conſiderable 
Number of Houſes have been built; to prevent an Over: charge 


I ſhall make my calculation from 1,100,000 Houſes, 


fa) Such on Importation as Addices, Ale, Anvils, old Armour, Arrack (to promote the Rum 
Trade) Awl Blades, Axes or Hatchets, Backs for Chimneys; Bark of Oak, Bays of Florence, Bells, 
Books bound and unbound, Bottles, Bruſhes, Butter, Cabinets, Corn to be limited, Earthen Ware, 
all French Goods in War Time or in Time of Peace, the Duty on French Wine to promote the 
Portugal Trade, Callicoes, Muſlins, Nails, Paper, Plate wrought, Sail Cloth, wrought Silks, 
Stockings, Tin, Whalebone cut, Whale Fins. On Exportation, Coals, Lead, Lead Ore, Tin. 


2 — — 
n n — 


E 


Ne 


1 * 


(12) 


All Peers Seats and Town Houſes, 2 650 
| 


biſhops and Biſhops Houſes 


All Houſes inhabited by Scorch or Triſh? 
Peers, General Officers in the Army, Ba- 
ronets, or any other Perſons whoſe Fortunes 
are 100,000 J. in freehold and perſonal : 
Eſtate, including all Furniture, Plate, and | 
Jewels — J 


4000 


Admirals, Generals, and Field Officers | 
Houles — — 5 n 
— 
Colleges, Inns of Court, Halls, Meeting | 
Houſes, and all Places of Divine Worſhip 
(the Churches of England and ret 1.990 


ſadors excepted.) 


All Gentlemen and Ladies Town and 
Country Houſes, who keep their Coach, or 
any other Carriage, all Clergymen for every 
Living of upwards of 200 J. per Annum — 
Houſes belonging to Farms upwards of 
220 l. per Anmm — — — — 


All City and Town Houſes with more) 
than two Rooms on a Floor, or only two 
Rooms, if either of them are a _—_ or 
Warehouſe, and Clergymen's Livings from 52 50000 
100 J. to 2001. per Annum, or thoſe who 
have a fixed Sum in Lieu of Tythes from 
150 J. to 200 1. — — — 

All Houſes belonging to Farms, or Farms 2000 
from 120 J. to 220 J. per Annum — | 


Carried over 2683 50 


* 


4 


xv L Aura x 


— 


| p 
_ 
50 97,500 


8o| 320,000 


Oo © 
o &. 


60] 120,000 © o 
beaten £0,000 © © 
25 200,000 © © 

| 
1 24,000 o © 
1604. ooo, ooo 0 © 
151 30, ooo o o 
e 0 O 
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xe, AI 


N# | $955 | . f 
— Brought over 268,350 646,00 5 th 
9 Town Houſes without ut Shops, twoRooms Lf | 


— 


Floor, and Farm Houſes of Farms above 
60 J. per Annum to 120 J. per Annum, and 
Livings from 80 /. to 1 50 J. per 4 — 


10 Country Houſes, three Rooms on a 
| 200, ooo 1002, ooo, ooo o 0 


11 Country Houſes, the Rents 10 J. to 200. 
per Annum — — — 


on a Floor, and Farms above 30 /. and un- 
der 60 J. and all Livings from 50 J. to 80 / 


12 Small Country Houſes with two Roomsy d N 
per Annum — — =! 


| 


| 
to 10 J. per Annum, and Farm Houſes for 121,650.30 182,475 0 0 
Farms from 10 J. to 30 J. per Annum — | 


1,100,000, rr o o 


13 All ſmall Houſes and Cottages from 2 a | 8. 


The Land-Tax in Time of War at 15s. in the Pound, * | 
Time of Peace 6 d. in the Pound ) — * .C | 590,000 0 o 


Savings on the Materials i in the building ; and equi ping 1 | 
the King's Ships — — 'k 200,000 0 0 


A further annual Saving, will be by Deaths of thoſe who 


now enjoy Places, Penſions, or Salaries — — 2 50,000 0 © 


17,333,975 0 0 


DzDpUuCTIONs, 


es 5 700,0000 0 


120,000] 3| 360,000 o © 


4 
[ 
[ 


iS 1 (74) 
| DepvucTIoONs, 


145 For collecting eleven Millions Bru 34, * g 137,0 


it the Pound | | 
I; For Bounty on Corn, 1r:/b Linen, and ſun- 1 
1 dry Exports — — wo | , 


—  _—_— 


To be applied in Time of War. 


To his Majeſty's Civil Liſt— — C. 000, 000 
To Payment of the three and half per Cent. 
105, 000 


a — —„ n * — 
_ — 
. r 


Is Extra Intereſt on the three Millions of Life 
I Annuities — . = 
| To Payment of the Truſtees Expences — 
To pay the Intereſt of the National Debt 


1 and Supplies for the current Service of tel 9,090,475 
| y | 


* 


— 


car — — — 
To pay off the National Debt yearly — 1,000,000 


10,996,475 


— ——— 


18 | © i The of Peace. 
| It is propoſed that all the faid Taxes ſhall continue, ex- 
. cept the Land-Tax, which, being reduced to 6 d. in the 
Pound, as the landed Intereſt pay on their Houſes, will 
cauſe a Deduction of 2 50, ooo J. then will remain the Sum of 


To be applied, vis. I 


The King's Civil 8 - doo, ooo 
Extra Intereſt on the Life Annuitants and?) 


I For keeping 24,000 able Seamen, excluſive 
_ = of the Officers in Part a 
bY To pay off the Intereſt of the National 
Debt, and for the Supplies for the current Year 
The Remainder to pay off the National Debt 6,740,475 


10,746,475 


100,000 


3,000, 000 


337, So © © 


IF —n_ — 


10,996,475 0 0 


10,746,475 0 0 


Charges >”. — — — — a 2 _ * 106,000 ap 


(15) 


Mx next Buſineſs is to convince the ſeveral Perſons of the diffe- 

rent Claſſes, how beneficial a Scheme of this Sort would be to them, 

as the Land-Tax will be reduced three Fourths, and all the other 
Taxes (excepting ſome few) are to be taken off. 


I s8ALL begin with the Nublemen, &c. of 8 four gelt Claſſes, 
to whom I ſhall name only three Taxes, by which, if they will duly 
conſider them, they will find themſelves great Gainers, vix. by re- 
duing three Quarters of the Land-Tax, the — and Duty 
on al Wines (except French Wines.) 


To the fix next Claſſes, if they conſider the many Taxes, Du- 
ties, and Exciſes on all the Neceſſaries of Life (too numerous to 
mention) being taken off, how greatly all the Traders and Mecha- 
nics of this Nation' will be benefited, by the great Increaſe of 
Commerce and Manufactories ſuch a Scheme will produce, when 
this Nation is a Kind of Free Port: Eſpecially when they conſider 
the heavy Load of all the preſent Taxes lying on them at preſent ; 
and that every Tax and Duty laid on by Parliament is increaſed by 
the Vender to the Conſumer a fourth Part more, they will _ 
Reaſon to rejoice . And eſpecially the fair Trader, who is fo grea 
a Sufferer under the preſent Load of high Duties, which are tho 
Cauſe of all Smuggling, and much Perjury : For he will be re- 
lieved of this Burthen, and get rid of his diſhoneſt and perjured 


Rivals in Trade, who inrich themſelves by thoſe Means which im- 
| poveriſh the fair Trader. 


As to the at laſt Claſſes, they will be much cid, eſpecially 
thoſe who have Families, if they conſider only how cheap all the 
Neceſſaries of Life will be. Widows, and Ladies of ſlender and 
ſmall Fortunes, will be able to live much better than they now do. 


Tun 
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Tae Utility and Benefit each Perſon , will receive from this] C. 5. d. 
Scheme, will plainly appear in ſtating the following Caſe, for about |. 

ten Years paſt, of Mr. B. who then declined Buſineſs with a For- 

tune of 10,000/. which he laid out in the Purchaſe of New South- N 400 o 0 
Sea Annuities, at the then Price of about 95 (but I will ſay par mY 
and he became poſſeſſed of 10, ooo J. of thoſe Annuities, which 

brought him in for Intereſt, at 4 per Cent. per Ann. | 


% 


4 
5 


Upon a Calculation he then made of the many Duties, thee] 
100 0 0 


and Exciſes, (all which now exiſt) his Income was affected there- 
by upwards of, per Ann. — _ | 5 
He had then to live upon © © — — — — . 300 0 0 


Since then, the following Taxes have been laid on, which affect 
him in the following Manner. | 


1746 The Glaſs-Duty on all ſorts of Glaſs Bottles . ? 
Drinking-Glaſſes, Crown and Plate-Glaſs 5 
1747 The Act for repealing the ſeveral Rates and 8 
| Duties on Houſes, and for granting other Rates 14 
and Duties upon Houſes, Windows or Lights, 
each Houſe 25. each Window 64. for fourteer. 
Windows gd. for nineteen Windows, and — 
wards 15. each — — — 
(e The Coach Duty . Tal 
1748 Paſſed that grievous Duty on Trade of | | 


12d. in the Pound on all Goods imported, 
which affects every middling Family — 
1748 Duty on Windows and Lights extended wh 


contiguous Buildings, Sky-Lights, and Lights 
in Dwelling-Houſes — — ph 


met 


277 14 0 


* _—_ 


ee) Some People too haſtily have concluded that Mr. B. ought not to have kept two Carriages, 
_. according to his Circumſtances : To which I muſt reply, that before the Year 1746, very tew 
People thought of this Tax ; and, as he kept a Pair of Horſes, the Difference between one and two 
Carriages was only in the Coſt of them ; and whether he continued the keeping of both Carriages 
or pn Act affected him the ſame, as it obliged him either to pay the Duty for them, or not 
to uſe them. | | 


1750 The 


(7) 


Brought over — — — 4. 277 14 0 
I 0 


1750 Tur Act for reducing the ſeveral Annuities _ | 
of four per Cent., to three and a half per Cent. 50 o 0 
until the 25th of December, 1757 — > 52 12 0 
1756 Tux Tax on Plate — — 2 0 0 . 
1756 Tux additional Tax on Cards and Dice 0 12 0 
From which deduct his Pariſh Taxes, as Poor and Church 
Rates, and Ward Rates — — — 1 7 749 
207 8 0. 
At Chriſtmas 1757, a further Deduction of his Intereſt, one 5 
half per Cent. — — — — * 
| 2x7 8 


Reflecting upon the above Caſe of Mr. B. it plainly appears his Income, 
which was 3oo/. per Ann. in 1746, by the Increaſe of Taxes is or will be 
in 1757 reduced to leſs than 160 J. and in fo ſhort a ſpace of Time as ten 
Years, whereof two only of them were in War, fix Years Peace, and two 
Years neither War nor Peace ; what will the Conſequences be, if we engage 
in this abſolutely neceſſary War, which may continue ſome Years, if a Stop 
is not put to this growing Evil ? I fear the ſmall Remains of Mr. B's Income 
will be in Effect wholly deſtroyed by the Conſequence of the neceſſary Increaſe 
of our Taxes. And here I cannot forbear reflecting, that in the laſt ten Years, 
Peace hath hurt us as much as War : Peace, inſtead of bringing Plenty, hath 


brought Poverty, by lowering of Intereſt; and War, by accumulating our 


Taxes, will reduce us to a moſt deplorable State. 


Tux following Caſe may ſhew how grievouſly the Load of our preſent 
Taxes affect the Country Gentlemen and Landed Intereſt, eſpecially thoſe 
of Eſtates from 100 to 2000 J. per Ann. and may convince thoſe who have 
Children, how impoſſible it is to provide Fortunes for their younger 
ones, and how happy a Scheme of this ſort would make them. I ſhall 
therefore ſtate the. Caſe of (a midling Gentleman) Mr. L. who now 
poſſeſſes a clear landed Eſtate of 600 J. per Ann. conſiſting of only 5 Farms, 
_ excluſive of his Seat, | 


C How 


* 
— P w ˙ wm . ̃⅛ ͤvw - 
oy > - 


( 18) 


| How he is affected by the preſent Duties and Exciſes. 
1 85 Firſt, how the Cuſtom-houſe Duties affect him. 


[| | The Duty on Cotton-wool (as his Children, &c. wear Cotton 
1 Gowns, and yearly ſome is wanting for Furniture) affects - O 5 © 
[ : him per Ann. at leaſt — — — — 

On Deals, Fir-baulks, and many other ſorts of Norway Tim- 

| | ber, which come cheaper, and is more eaſily worked than o 18 O 
ö | Oak, which is uſed in Repairs of his Farms and Houſe _ 

1 On Drugs, about 3 50 ſorts, many of which are uſed al 


| dying of Apparel, for his own and Servants Wear, and 
| | many ſorts add to the Amount of his Apothecary's Bill | 
| On Fiſh, as Ling, &c. &c. — — — 9 3 0 
| On Furrs and Skins above 20 ſorts, ſome of which are uſed 
| in making Hats for his own and Servants Wear, and other! 
ſorts in many Family Articles — — 
On Groceries, including Almonds, Anniſeed, Cinnamon, Cloves, 
Currants, Dates, Figs, Ginger, Liquorice, Mace, Nutmegs, 
| = Pepper, Pimento, dryed Flumbs, Prunes, 3 and 
. | many other Articles — — 
| On Hair, ſome of which are uſed in Wigs, Steves, Sc, o 8 
# On Iron, uſed in Carriages and Repairs of his Farms and 
J Houſe, about half a Ton ee a Nu the Dur n SON 
8 
8 


| | On Laces of many ſorts - 0 
* | On Leather, 7 ſorts — 0 
| On Linen Cloth, Holland, ln hans, Barras, — of 10 
1 ſorts, Demalk, Diaper for Tabling and Toweling, Sheet- 
1 ing, Dowlas, Drillings, Necklcoths, . continu- 
IF > ally wearing unt _ „ 
1 On Oils, as Sallad Oil, and other ſorts aſd in Soap and — 
| other Family Articles ZW ew | 5 
| On many ſorts of Paper 0 
+ On Pipe and Hogſhead MC „ 0 
* | On Pitch, Tar, Turpentine and Rofin - - - - <- == 0 
On Silks, many ſorts wrought and r $3 


O 
O 
O 


Carried over 33 18 0 


( 29 ) 


— 


Brought over = , F. 
On Spirits, as Rum, Brandy, A and other ſorts, together 
about 28 Gallons, at 45.89. per Gallon - 6 
On Tallow, (as it keeps up the _ of our own) u uſed in 

many other Articles 2 | 1 1 
On Thread, many forts > — ” 0 
On Tobacco - - 5 — 3 . 0 
On Yarn, many ſorts — | 0 
On Wine, of which he uſes one Pipe of port per Year 12 


Mountain and Liſbon, which upon a Medium of Seven 
: Years, of the ſeveral forts together, he conſumes only 
1 Hogſhead - - - - - — — 
On Claret, cannot afford wi | | 
On Coals - | 2 
On China, Mullins, Dimites, Callicoes and many other ſorts 
of India Goods | 
On Pot-aſhes, Weed and W F We) Sephora, Beads 
of 10 ſorts, Berries for Dyers Uſe, Lamp- black, Books, 


On ſundry ſorts of Wine, as Madeira, Rheniſh, = 
| 6 


15 0 


Bugles, Latten Plates, Carpets, Caſes, Cocoa Nuts, Cork, F 5 o © 
Hemp, Flax, Inkle, Ivory, Mahogany and other We. for 
Cabinet-makers Uſe, raw Hides, &. 
e 10 : 72 10 © 
1 proceed next to the Exciſes. 
Exciſe, On Candles affect him yearly, at leaſt it - 2 10 0 
On Wax ditto, he cannot afford any 
On Coffee, 13 lb. per Year. = = - 2 8 6 o 
On Chocolate, 1 5s. 6 d. per lb. - „ Lo = 0 16-0 
On Tea, for his own and Servants Ule - -— -_ i =44i:0.0 
On Hops - o 6 Oo 
On Leather of. many farts, uſed fr 1 0 own n Gloves; KIM» 
Carriages, Harneſs, Servants Breeches, &c. »C:.15 | 5 
On Malt, for 10 Hogſheads of ſtrong Beer, 120 Buſhels 
16 Ditto ſmall Beer = . 1 N 
7 Ditto of Ale 42 LES Þ.. 
8 210 Buſhels, at 64. 
Carried over 89 18 © 
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Brought over —— - - 


3 IL. 89 18 © 
On Paper, many ſorts - — - - — o 10 © 
On Stamps. for Leaſes, Bonds, &c. — - - o 18 © 
On Salt - - - - - 4 I 10 © 

On Soap, one penny half penny per 1b. of which he uſes 8 1b. 5 
2 12. 0 

per Week — — — — = — -_ a 

On Spirits — — — — — — — — o 8 © 
On Starch and Powder - — - — — 1 8 © 
On Vinegar - - VV) 5 wo $0 
On Glaſs of all ſorts — — — — — — — 2 10 0 
On Carriages - - -/ 11 „ 8 Oo 0 
On Windows - - - - - — — = 5 100 
On Plate - - * — — — — 2 10 0 
On Cards — | o 10 O 


That Duty on Trade, of Twelve Pence in the Pound on all 
Goods imported, impoſed 1748, as I have computed A 


Cuſtom-houſe ſo much under what they really are, this EE. 
Duty affects him at leaſ tt: 
5 124 12 0 
To which I add one fifth Part more, being the leaſt Proportion) 
on the ſaid Duties and Exciſes, the Conſumer pays Extra to 3 
the Importer and Venders for Intereſt of Stock hing dead inf 28 1 + 
the ſame, and chance of bad Debts — — 
Beſides other Duties on numberleſs Articles, which may ſeem 
trifling in each Particular, tho', in the whole, they amount to 
a conſiderable Sum, which I omit, to obviate any Thought of 
Overcharge on any of the foregoing Articles; nor is any 
Charge made for the Cuſtom-houſe —— | 
150 10 4. 


I now proceed to his other neceſſary Taxes and Expences. 


His Land-Tax to which his Eſtate is rated at 5o00/. which nowy, 

is four Shillings in the Pound, but upon an Average of 17 Years, © 87 10.0 

from 1740 to 1756 both incluſive, is about 3s. 64. in the Pound | 
His Church and Poors Rate - * 3 3 0 0 


Carried over 241 0 4 


621 
Brought over - - - 1. 241 04 


Repairs of his Farms, the Chat! of bad Tenants Labem 
from Fire, which amount to at leaſt 2 5. 6d. in the Pound 5 75 


0 © 
the whole Income of his Rents = — - 
His Servants Wages. 
His Coachman's Wages, Waſhing included - — 12 0 © 
One Footman, ditto, ditto = - = 1 
One Boy to drive his Poſt Chaiſe - - 0 oO 
One Gardener — — - - is 0 O 
Two Maid Servants, and 1 Girl, Wages : 28 - 13 0 © 
Liveries for his 3 Men Servants = 15 0 0 
Doctor's Fees paid for — and * on a a Medium of _ _ 
Years - - 
His Apothecary's Bill, upon an Average 3 — 1 15 © 
L. 408 24 


The Balance to provide for all the Neceſſaries for his Family, 
as Proviſions of all Kinds, his Wife's and Children's * 191 17 8 
Linen, &c. his Children's Education, &c. is only | 
For the Proviſion to raiſe Fortunes for his younger Children. - 0 00 


600 © © 


The following Caſe is to ſhew Mr. L. how much he will be 
benefited if a Scheme of this Sort is carried into Execution. 


in time of Peace fix Pence only, therefore I charge it at a Me- 
dium of one Shilling in the Pound _ —— 

His Poor and Church Rate 

As Materials and Labour for the Repairs of his Houſe and 
Farms will then be 'one fourth Part leſs than they now are Is 
therefore that Article of 751. will be reduced to 

His Servants Wages and Liveries, which amounted to 841“. 1 00 


His Land-Tax in Time of War one Shilling i in the Pound, | 
12 10 P 


56 0 0 


ought and will be (conſidering all the Neceſſaries of Life being 
to greatly reduced, eſpecially Tea) reduced to a half Part 


* 
i * 


42 © © 


Carried over 113 10 0 10 0 
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Brought over Fn. -|- 2 - PAO 
His Doqor's, Fees, as he 804 before i | arg Vit 7.7 0 

His Apothecary's Bill, as he paid before II 15 © 
Hlis Houſe Duty according to this Scheme, is in the fifth THE 
Claſs. Vide Page 12. — — — * _ 


as Proviſions of all Kinds, his own, his Wife's and Children's 


Apparel, Linen, &c. his Children's Education, which was only 442 
1911. 175. 8d. now is ws 1 as” — 


His Balance to provide for all the Neceſſaries for his Family, j 
8 0 


—̃ͤ — — 


600 o O 


Py — 


How happy would Mr. L. then be and not obliged to go 
abroad to ſave Fortunes for his younger Children. 


As Trade and Commerce are the true Support of this Nation, 


how greatly would they be increaſed hereby, if this Nation was 


a kind of Free Port, and the preſent Clog of Taxes taken off. 
Every Gentleman, or Lady of ſmall Fortunes, would be able to 
live four times- better than they now can do, and almoſt as chi 

as in Poland, Germany, Pruſſia, the Southern Part of France, 
or elſewhere ? I confeſs it a Hardſhip that Foreigners who re- 
ceive our Intereſt can, and do live on, and for one fourth Part 


of the Expence that any one can do here; eſpecially when we 


conſider the many Advantages this Nation is bleſſed with, by 


its Fertility, almoſt capable of ſupplying the Inhabitants with all 


Neceſſaries of Life; the great Abundance of Proviſions, as 
Corn, Fiſh, &c. that many foreign Countries take from us: 
And as in thoſe Countries which we ſo largely ſupply, People 
live ſo much cheaper than here, it is a convincing Proof of the 
great Grievance of our preſent Taxes; which, if they can be 
remedied, and ample Supplies raiſed for the Service of the cur- 


rent Year, I hope it deſerves the Attention a: the Mi. = 


) 


Numberleſs 


( 23), 
Numberleſs other Bleſſings this Nation will enjoy by a 
Scheme of this ſort being carried into Execution. Amongſt 
others, what a Comfort it will be to us to live as cheap here as 
in any other Country, and under ſo good a King, and our pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, and His Majeſty's Royal 
Progeny ſo firmly ſettled to future Generations; and the Trade 
and Commerce of theſe Kingdoms increaſed fourfold; to the 
total Subverſion of Cardinal Fleury's Scheme, and the ambitious 
Views of our implacable Enemy? Our Colonies would then 
Houriſh more than the French Colonies now do; our Eafi- 
India Commerce would be increaſed; and in a few Years de- 
prive the French of the greateſt Part of their Trade. By the 
Cheapneſs of Proviſions here, Handycraft- men from moſt 
Nations would come and ſettle amongſt us, Seamen to man 
our Fleets would never be wanting. And in Time of War 
an Overplus raiſed of more than one Million, and in Time of 
Peace upwards of ſix Millions, towards paying off the National 
Debt, in about 10 Years, would reduce it to fifty Millions, and 
in about 3 or 4 Years time, ſhould the War continue, the Land 
Tax may be reduced to Six-pence in the Pound. 


It is preſumed this Scheme may be brought about with great 
Eaſe, as the Syſtem of the following principal Offices of State 
are not interfered with thereby, viz. 


T)he Houſes of Lords and Commons, His Majeſty's Houſhold, 
the Admiralty, the Navy Office, the Treaſury, the Office of 
Ordnance, the Courts of Chancery or Common Law, the Poſt 
Office, and particularly the Act of Navigation. 


Having ſhewn the Poſſibility of raiſing ample Supplies by one 
general Tax on Houſes, whereby the Subjects of all Denomi- 
i | | nations 
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nations will be greatly eaſed of their preſent Burthen of Taxes, 


and a Stop put to that growing Evil the Increaſe of the Na- 


tional Debt. I beg leave to mention, the proper Time for ſo 


material an Alteration in our Conſtitution ought not to be ne- 


glected; happy had it been for the landed Intereſt and com- 


mercial Part of this Nation, if a Scheme of this ſort had been 


carried into Excution ſome Years paſt ; it would have prevented 


the Increaſe of our National Debt in the laſt ten Years many 
Millions (which we now pay Intereſt for.) Should the preſent War 
continue, according to the preſent Method of raiſing the Sup- 

lies, three Millions yearly will be wanted (excluſive of ſeven 
Millions raiſed by the Land-Tax, Malt, Mum, &c. Salt, Sink- 


ing Fund, &c.) which with the Intereſt will increaſe the Debt 


to upwards of one hundred and twenty-one Millions in ten 
Years, the Intereſt whereof, together with the other neceſſa 
Supplies, will then render all Schemes of this kind impracticable. 
And ſhould a Deficiency happen in the Sinking. Fund by the 
Decay of Trade, the Gentlemen of the landed Intereſt well 
know on whom ſuch Deficiency muſt fall: Therefore it behoves 
them greatly to take ſo weighty an Affair into Conſidera- 
tion; their Regard for the Welfare of their King and Country, 
the future Happineſs of their own Families, the Good of Trade 
and Commerce, and the Succeſs of our Colonies, Juſtice and 
Honeſty to Widows, Orphans, and others, who have lent us 
their Money for the Support of the Nation, demands their At- 
tention at this critical Conjuncture; which if they negle& or 
refuſe now to afford, will not Poſterity with Juſtice reproach them 
with bad Management, by leaving ſuch a heavy Debt, the Inte- 
reſt of which will become ſo burthenſome as may raiſe ſo great 
a Diſguſt as to alienate them from our preſent happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment in Church and State, whereby their whole Properties may 
be loſt in Confuſion ? 


IN 


N li a Parhplilet: intitled, * An Eſſay on Ways and 


Means for raiſing Money for the Support of the Preſent 
, "War, without increaſing the Public Debt, by Francis Fau- 
© guier, Elq; he in his 22d and 23d Pages, has not done. proper 


© Juſtice to the Name of the Gentleman he there mentions, viz. 


« The Method which occurs to me on this Occaſion, and bu KY 
«© has met with the Approbation of a// Jober-minded confiderable 
« Men, whom I have conſulted upon this Head, is no Scheme 
f my own; but has been ſome Time publiſhed under the Title 
«of Confiderations on the ſeveral high Duties which the ation 
e in general (as well as its Trade in particular) labours under : : 
« with a Propoſal to raiſe the Whole by one fingle Tax.” 


This Pamphlet (ſays he) is now univerſally acknowledged 
ce to have been written by Sir Matthew Decker, Baronet, a Man 


long verſed in Buſineſs, intimately acquainted with, = fre- 


* quently conſulted by, Miniſters on the Subject of oublic Re- 
« venues, and conſequently Maſter of the Subject of "which he 
{© treated. Sir Matthew goes further than I propoſe.” 


I cannot help obſerving with — that Mr. Fauquier 
ſhould mention ſuch a chimerical Idea of Sir Matthew Decker 
Baronet's Thoughts, in propoſing the moſt difficult Part of his 
Scheme to anſwer no Part of Sir Matthew's Intention; as muſt 


wor to every thinking Perſon, by his propoſing a Capitation- 
D 
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Tax, without a Thought of reducing the Preſent Debt of the 


MWation, which is now become ſo grievous to the Public, and fo 


well known abroad. I am ſorry he. ſhould fully Sir Mazthew 


Decher's Name in the Manner he has done, as Sir Matthew's 

eat Aim was for reducing, and not keeping up the National 
Debt to the Sum it amounted to in his Time, not above half 
what it now is, well knowing the bad Conſequences thereof. 
His further eſſential Point was to promote the Trade of this Na- 
tion, by taking off all our Taxes, and raiſing a proper Supply 
by one ſingle Tax on Houſes, in the Method now treated of, 
and making the Nation a kind of Free Port, to both which eſ- 


| ſential Points Mr. Fauguier has been filent. And I cannot help 


informing him, his Scheme, although ſo well intended, will be 
cicatricing a foul Wound, and infallibly produce a Mortifica- 
tion. | | 1 „ | 
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3 | 
AM as ignorant of the Author of the Paragraph in The 
CiT1ZEN, which occaſioned your Letter to me, as I am of 
you, whoſe Candour or Knowledge is thereby queſtioned : But 
another Edition of my Scheme being now in the Preſs, induces 
me to make a ſhort Reply to your Objections, which after 
having read with Attention and Care, I obſerve to ariſe from 
a miſtaken Plan of your awn laying down in your other 
Pamphlet, intitled, Calculations of Taxes, &c. and therefore no 
Wonder that fo great a Difference ſhould happen between your 
Calculation and mine. * 


Vou endeavour to make it appear in your firſt Rank, Num- 
ber 1. of your ſaid Calculationt, that the Taxes of a Nobleman 
or Gentleman of 20,000 J. a Year in Land, including his Land- 
Tax, amount to 6, 378 J. 18 5. near one third Part; and, updn 
that very Plan, down to a Perſon of 50 J. a Year, you calculate 
all your ſeveral ſubſequent Claſſes, at about one third Part of 
the Income of each; as, in your fourteenth Claſs, you fay, a 
Perſon of 50 J. a Year pays in Land-Tax 10 U. fo, you fay, all 
his other Taxes are only 5 J. 12 5. amounting together to 15 J. 
12s. Now, Sir, I think no one can agree with your Calcula- 
tions, who rightly conſiders the Nature of Duties and Exciſes, 


which _ 


._- Gn 


( 30.) 
+ which affect almoſt all the Neceſſaries of Life, and conſequently 
muſt fall moſt heavy on the middling and lower ſort of People: 
Therefore can it be preſumed, that a Gentleman of Fortune 
pays about one third Part of his Income in Taxes, and the 
Manufacturer, as you ſay in Claſs Number 28. (whoſe Wages 
are nine Shilling per Week, or 23 J. 8s. per Year, and who 
muſt ſpend his whole Income in the Neceſſaries of Life for him- 
{elf and Family, which Neceſſaries pay Duties and Exciſes, and 
conſequently additional Expences on thoſe. Duties and Exciſes) 
s no more, as you fay, than 11. 11s. 11 d. about one 
fifteenth Part only? This is ſo apparently wrong, that it needs 


no further Confutation. | 
I proceed now to remark on your Letter addreſſed to me. 


Jour Calculations in this Pamphlet are as viſibly erroneous as 
in your other : For you, Page 32, form a Coſt of Commodities 
to the Amount of 425 J. 9s. 11 d. from my Calculation of Du- 
ties and Exciſes, with additional Charges in Conſequence there- 
of, being 105 J. 2 s. which exceeds the real Duties and Exciſes 
impoſed by Parliament. Now, can it be ſuppoſed (a) that a 
Merchant, who pays high Duties on ſundry Commodities, and 
of courſe has great Part of his Capital lying dead in ſuch Duties, 
and who runs the Riſque of bad Debts for the Goods when ſold, 
beſides great Waſte ſuffered in the keeping till then; can it be 
ſuppoſed, I ſay, that ſuch Merchant can vend his Merchandize, 
and make no Charge for ſuch Riſque and Intereſt of his Money? 
And muſt not the Shopkeeper, or Retailer, do the ſame in Juſ- 
tice to himſelt ? | | 3% 


- (a) Sir Matthew Decker ſays, „The Duty upon Merchandiſe imported from Abroad, as well 
« as upon our own exciſeable Goods, amounts, in an Average, to above 50 per Cent. it would 
„ enable the Merchant, as well as the Shop and Warchouſe- keeper, to trade with half the Stock, 
and make his Profit.the ſame, or rather increaſe it, in Proportion to the leſſer Sum for which 
he can purchaſe the ſame Commodity,” 


BBY e 
As the Exciſes more particularly affect the poor and middling we 
People, I ſhall tate a few Caſes in order to convince you there- 


of, and at the fame time make it clear to you, that your Cal- 
culation in the Coſt of Commodities is ill grounded. 


Suppoſe a Tax is laid on Leather to the Amount of Six Pence 
in a Pair of Shoes, and from that Tax, and Exciſes on Neceſ- 
faries of Life, and what the poor Journeyman Shoemaker raiſes 
his Maſter in his Price of Workmanſhip, &c. his Maſter charges 
me 25. 6 d. per Pair extra on two Pair of Shoes, which ſerve 
me a Year ; if, I ſay, that Tax affects me yearly 5 5. is it a 
Reaſon for you to calculate that I muſt buy ten Pair of Shoes 
a Year, or pay yearly 3 J. 15 s. for Shoes? 


If an Exciſe be laid on Glaſs, which may affect me 1 J. 10 s. 
yearly in Crown Glaſs, to the Value of one Penny per Foot 
ſquare, and a Pane of that Size, which before this Tax uſed 
to coſt me 15. I now muſt pay 15s. 4 d. for (which includes 
four Times as much as the Tax is laid for) do you imagine I 
muſt therefore uſe three Times as much Glaſs as I formerly did ? 
or that I now pay my Glazier three Times as much as I did 
before? I fay no: I pay him only 1 J. 10 5. more than before? 


In Regard to Candles, I ſay, the Exciſe on this Commodity, 

though only 1 d. per Ib. and affects me 2 J. 105. yearly, is no 
Reaſon why I ſhould expend 15 J. for Candles; if I expend 10 /. 

for Candles, I am affected thereby 2 J. 10 J. 


As to Soap, the Exciſe, which is ſo great as one Penny half 
Penny per lb. do not you imagine that, if that Incumbrance 
were taken off, it would be more than one Penny halt Penny 

per lb. cheaper than it now is? For if bad Debts to the Am_ 
| | 2 
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I + /n my Eſtimate of Taxes I have made'a C 
So 4 uty impoſed 1748. of 1 5. in the Ib. on all Goods imported: Ia 
tdtthat a Reaſon I muſt expend, as in your Calculation of s 
-  , 404, a Year more than before? You with eq ual Juſtice? 


f 2 ave aſſerted, that new Duties will increaſe the Conſumption 75 
5 A Commodities. £ OT ONION n 
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Ws Bk 1 Thus, Sir, 1 'I have clearly proved to vou, that. the 
5 oundation” on which you raiſed both your Schemes 0 bad Vo 
N Tt debils Fundamentum fallit Opus OO 
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